Visiting Author
essica Young grew up in Ontario, Canada. The same things make her happy
now as when she was a kid: dancing, painting, music, digging in the dirt, picnics,
reading, and writing. She lives with her family in Nashville, Tennessee. When
she was little, she wanted to be a tap-dancing flight attendant/veterinarian,
but she’s changed her mind!
Jessica’s award-winning picture book, MY BLUE IS HAPPY, is a 2014 Charlotte
Zolotow Highly Commended Title and a 2016-2017 Volunteer State Book Award nominee. It was included on the 2014
Bank Street College of Education Best Books of the Year for Children and Young Adults, the Texas Library Association’s
2014 2×2 Reading List, the Ontario Library Association’s 2015 Forest of Reading Blue Spruce list, and the Library of
Congress/Center for the Book’s 52 Great Reads list. She is also the author of SPY GUY THE NOT-SO-SECRET AGENT
(2015), the FINLEY FLOWERS chapter book series (2015), and the illustrated early chapter book series, HAGGIS AND
TANK UNLEASHED (2016). Visit her at: www.jessicayoungbooks.com

REVIEWS:
MY BLUE IS HAPPY
It’s at once a celebration of the world and its colors and a book about feelings and perceptions. . . . Readers and young
listeners can have some good conversations about their own color perceptions after sharing this warm, deceptively
simple concept book. — The Horn Book Magazine
SPY GUY THE NOT-SO-SECRET AGENT
Fluffy fun that promotes visual literacy and will make a positive addition to interactive storytime collections.
— School Library Journal
FINLEY FLOWERS
Third-grader Finley Flowers stars in this entertaining series opener. . . . As friendship and family dilemmas spike the
plot, Young avoids handing easy victories to her determined and undeniably creative heroine. — Publishers Weekly
HAGGIS AND TANK UNLEASHED — ALL PAWS ON DECK
An imaginative and homophone-friendly caper. . . . These salty sea dogs put the bite back in buccaneering.
— Kirkus Reviews

PRESENTATIONS:

SPEAKING FEES:

Adapted for age/grade level
40 – 50 minutes
Up to 200 students per presentation is preferable—less
for a more personal experience (although larger groups
can be accommodated)

Fees vary based on location and presentation specifics.
Discounts for full-day, half-day, and bundled school visits.
Contact me for more information:
jessica@jessicayoungbooks.com

Presentations include:
author background, the writing and publishing process,
writing tools (literary devices), story structures,
revision, writing tips, and Q&A

*Schools in TN may apply for visits through the TN Arts
Commission grant program. See the Teachers and Kids
page of my website for more details.
Check out the teacher resources and activity sheets at:
www.jessicayoungbooks.com

WORKSHOPS:
Hands-on activities designed for one class
(up to 30 students)
40 – 60-minutes, depending on grade level and activities

What teachers and librarians are saying:
Working, planning, and organizing with Jessica was great. She . . . prepared a program that was extremely engaging,
educational and fun. . . . Teachers and students alike were very receptive. . . . An amazing opportunity for our students
who left feeling encouraged to write their own stories!
— Deepa Jain, Teacher-Librarian, Dublin Heights Elementary and Middle School, Toronto, ON
Her presentations were interactive, informative, exciting and adapted to meet the needs of our students. Students
gained an understanding of the writing process and left the presentation excited about writing, while the teachers were
able to use her ideas in the classroom. . . . The students were enthralled during the entire presentation. . . . The teachers
involved with Jessica had nothing but praise.
— Carol Pascuzzo, Teacher-Librarian, Holy Cross School, Thunder Bay, ON
Jessica did a great job bringing her book to life for students. . . . She showed students how she used criticism
constructively to improve her writing. Her words about persevering have stayed with my students.
— Melissa Sherman, Second Grade Teacher, University School of Nashville, Nashville, TN
The kids really loved your presentation, and the teachers were very impressed with how you keep them involved and
listening. . . . the encouragement of hearing that they all had idea seeds in their minds that could develop into stories was
wonderful.
— Suzanne Costner, School Library Media Specialist, Fairview Elementary School, Maryville, TN
Students at our school were creating pieces of art and poetry based on Jessica’s book due to her enthusiasm and
willingness to share her personal stories. I found Jessica to be outstanding in her preparation, delivery and follow up. . . .
I give her my highest possible recommendation.
— June Rysinski, Teacher-Librarian, Corpus Christi School, Thunder Bay, ON
Jessica was able to engage the students by using creative activities and asking questions. . . . After the presentation,
teachers continually came up to me to tell me how much they enjoyed the visit.
— Brandy Spencer, Library Technician, St. Mark Elementary School, Burlington, ON

